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F u t u r e  M e e t i n g s
All meeting held at St Nicholas Church Hall (Village Hall), 
Church Lane, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PE at 7.45pm

HELP LINE: 0300 999 1800 email: info@dyslexiawise.co.uk

The fol lowing buses go to 
Chislehurst War Memorial, 
which is a few minutes walk from 
the Hall: 
61 Bromley North to   
 Farnborough & Orpington
102 Eltham to Bromley 
160 Catford to Sidcup
161 from Woolwich
162 Beckenham 

Junction to 
 Eltham
269 Bexleyheath to

Bromley North

thursday 7th July
ever Heard of a 
Dyslexic Author?
Exciting news!  The 
double award-winning 
Chi ldren’s Author, 
Jane Elson, is coming to give us a 
talk about her life and journey from 
struggling at school with dyslexia, to 
award-winning writer.

PLUS, Waterstones will be there 
with her latest book, giving you the 
chance to buy it a week ahead of the 
publication date.  So your child can 
be the first in the whole country to 
possess “Swimming to the Moon”.  
Jane’s first two books are “A Room 
full of Chocolate” and “How to fly 
with Broken Wings”, both of which 
are wonderful, eminently readable 
stories.  Do not miss the chance 
for you and your family to meet her 
and hear about her experiences.

Conversations about 
Dyslexia
Our meet ing 
in the official 
D y s l e x i a 
A w a r e n e s s 
Week for 2016.  An innovative 
Chat Show, linking in with our 
Adult Group Meeting the previous 
evening.  Yes, Dyslexia does 
bring difficulties in today’s literate 
society, but it also brings its own 
magical, positive qualities too, 
which are becoming increasingly 
important with the modern need 
for creativity, alternative thinking 

and graphical
representation.

HeLPLine nuMBer – 0300 999 1800
Please note that our old helpline number will no longer be 
operational after June 30th 2016, and all calls will need to be made 
to our new number.  Dialling 0300 999 1800 costs nothing to those 
with a landline or mobile phone 
package, and otherwise is only 
charged at a local rate. 

Adult 
Dyslexia 
GROUP

Our friendly Dyslexia Adult Support 
Meetings support people with 
Dyslexia, as well as their family 
and friends.  We take Dyslexia to 
the highest level. This includes 
strengths, everyone’s abil ity, 
learning styles, skills & so much 
more. We show what we can do as 
Adults & lead our weaknesses into 
strengths. 

Our meetings are on the first 
Wednesday of every month (except 
January & August). We support all 
Adults who walk through the door. 

Where:
Community House, South
Street, Bromley BR1 1RH

When: 
First Wednesday of the month

at 7.30pm for 7.45pm.

FoR FURtHER iNFoRmAtioN
 info@dyslexiawise.co.uk 

 07762 265 827 
monday, tuesday, thursday or 

Friday, 12noon -3pm.

Future meetings:
June  - “Assertiveness”

July  - “Open forum”
August – No meeting

older children are welcome at our 
meetings, if their parents feel they 

would be interested in the talk

thursday 6th October

0300 999 1800

In 2016 the
overall theme for

our meetings will be
“DyslexIa 

awareness year”

Free entry to 

open meetings for 

everyone, including 

non members, 

but donations are 

welcomed
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Course for Parents 
with Dyslexia

Are you a dyslexic parent or carer with children at school and would like 
help with your own English skills? If so, Bromley Adult Education College 
are starting an English class for dyslexic adults in the Kentwood centre in 
Penge or the Poverest centre in Orpington in September 2016.  You do not 
need to be fully assessed or dyslexia screened to join. 

to find out more call Pat on:   0208-460 0020

QuOte FrOM  
Benjamin Zephaniah
If someone can’t understand 
dyslexia it’s their problem. 

If you’re dyslexic and you feel 
there’s something holding you back, 
just remember: it’s not you. In many 
ways being dyslexic is a natural 
way to be.

What’s unnatural is the way 
we read and write. If you look at 
a pictorial language like Chinese, 
you can see the word for a woman 
because the character looks like a 
woman. The word for a house looks 
like a house. It is a strange step 
to go from that to a squiggle that 
represents a sound.

So don’t be heavy on yourself. 
And if you are a parent of someone 
with dyslexia don’t think of it as a 
defect. Dyslexia is not a measure of 
intelligence: you may have a genius 
on your hands. Having dyslexia can 
make you creative. If you want to 
construct a sentence and can’t find 
the word you are searching for, you 
have to think of a way to write round 
it. This requires being creative and 
so your “creativity muscle” gets 
bigger.

Calling Greenwich 
Parents
Greenwich Parent Voice 
(GPV) have arranged 

a Coffee Morning with senior staff 
from RBG Children’s Services Team.  
Parents are invited to go along and 
meet some of the team who run the 
Royal Greenwich Children’s Services 
Department. They will explain how 
the department works, what goes on 
behind the scenes and have informal 
chats too.  They are expecting some 
senior managers, so don’t miss this 
great opportunity to meet the people 
in charge! The cafe is in central 
Woolwich and easy to get to by bus 
or train. What’s more, Greenwich 
Parent Voice (GPV) are providing hot 
drinks and cakes free of charge.

Check out the GPV website for the 
other great activities they put on too, 
such as Walks in Greenwich Park 
and the Knit Stitch and Make free 
creative drop-ins.

 info@greenwichparentvoice.com
 www.greenwichparentvoice.com

Laptop needed 
for Screening!

Our great and 
well-appreciated 
screening service 
may  have  to 
cease for a while 
due to the laptop 
it runs on being on 

its last legs. If anyone has a ‘good 
as new’ laptop that they would 
like to donate, or if you know where 
we could find one, please do let 
us know!

 info@dyslexiawise.co.uk
 0300 999 1800

• With the aim of encouraging reading for pleasure during the school
holidays, this challenge is free and open to all children whatever their 
ability. There is a fun folder with stickers to collect and a medal and 
certificate for those who read or share 6 books. Children can pick any book 
from the library to enjoy: fiction, non-fiction, audio or e-book

• Bexley and Bromley libraries all have many dyslexia friendly books.
These are easy-to-read books with a high interest level, aimed at attracting 
children who find reading a challenge. Why not bring your children to the 
library to explore the books and take part in the Challenge?

take part in the Summer Reading Challenge16th July – 10th September

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/
summer-reading-challenge/

June 22nd 11.00 am
Coffee Lounge,

Equitable House, Greens End,
Woolwich SE18 6AB
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StarbuckS 
Discrimination
A woman who works for Starbucks 
was accused of falsifying records, 
even though she had declared 
from the start of her employment 
that her dyslexia gave her problems 
with record keeping, and that she 
needed to be shown things in a 
visual fashion. She said she wanted 
help - for example, more time to fully 
understand and become familiar with 
a task, and someone to check her 
work for mistakes. She also said “I’m 
not going to affect your business, 
because for every customer I’ll roll 
out the red carpet. I love my job. 
Giving them a coffee may not be a 
big deal, but I’m making their life, for 
the day at least, happy.”

The Employment Tribunal found 
Starbucks had failed to make 
reasonable adjustments for her 
disability and had discriminated 
against her because of the effects of 
her dyslexia. Starbucks now say they 
are in discussions about providing 
more workplace support. The case 
does not set a legal precedent, but 
the British Dyslexia Association 
said it should be a wake-up call for 
employers.

Dyslexic Prowess 
A great quote from a dyslexic 
professor:

“ i f  d y s l e x i c s  t h i n k 
s o  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  o t h e r 
academics, their  work is 
intrinsically original. We’re 
not just seeing the wood 
rather than the trees, we are 
seeing the spaces between 
the trees and occupying 
those spaces,  which are 
invisible to others

Bexley and Bromley 
l ib rar ies  a l l  have 
many dyslexia-friendly 
books. These are easy-
to-read books with 
a high interest level, 
aimed at attracting 
children and adults 

who find reading a challenge. 
In Central Bexleyheath Library 

these books are under a header 
saying ‘Dyslexia Friendly’ in the 
children’s section and ‘Quick Reads’ 
in the adult section.

Why not take your children to the 
libraries to explore the books and 
take part in their Summer Reading 

Petition to reinstate 
allowances for 
dyslexic pupils 
A petition has been launched to 
reinstate allowances regarding 
spelling for pupils with dyslexia.

Thousands of dyslexic children 
will be marked as failures under 
the government’s controversial new 
primary writing assessments. Pupils 
will be expected to spell almost 200 
words on government wordlists if 
they are to reach the “expected 
standard” for writing at the end of 
Year 6.

No allowance will be made for 
the tens of thousands of pupils with 
dyslexia. One headteacher of a 
large state comprehensive school 
said the change would mean that 
a pupil who had shown a good 
knowledge and understanding of, 
for example, history – but who had 
spelling problems due to dyslexia 
– could well end up with a worse
grade than a good speller who 
had done less well on the history 
questions.

Please, please do follow the link, 
sign the petition, and urge all your 
friends and family to do the same.

  https://petition.parliament.
uk/petitions/124352

Dyslexic University students needed! 
Andrew Dykes, a PhD researcher at Middlesex University, is looking for 
dyslexic university students to take part in his research. Participants will be 
asked to complete an online questionnaire about their approaches to their 
studies and their thoughts about how their dyslexia impacts on this. The 
questionnaire should take 15 minutes to complete.

 The idea is to find out more about how individuals use their strengths, and 
also about how they work through the challenges that that may face.

The research is innovative and hopefully will be contributing to making 
learning at university better and more accessible for everyone.  All responses 
will be completely anonymous and no personal or confidential information is 
requested.

if you can find the time to help, get started by following this link: 
 www.ad1281.uk/invitation.html   ad1281@live.mdx.ac.uk)

Petitions
UK Government and Parliament

Bexley and Bromley Libraries
Challenge as detailed below? If they 
find reading print difficult, they can 
listen to the audio books.

Big Friendly Read- take part in 
the Summer Reading Challenge 
16th July – 10th September

With the aim of encouraging 
reading for pleasure during the 
school holidays, this challenge is free 
and open to all children whatever 
their ability. There is a fun folder 
with stickers to collect and a medal 
and certificate for those who read 
or share 6 books. Children can pick 
any book from the library to enjoy: 
fiction, non-fiction, audio or e-book, 
so no-one need be excluded.

 https://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/summer-
reading-challenge/

”
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Future Meetings
for your Diary 
OPEN MEETINGS

Thurs 7th July
Thurs 6th October

Editor: Lindy Springett, Dyslexia Association, Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH. tel: 020 8315 2526 
Please do send in any good news, poems and short articles etc.

BDA Maths 
Conference

On may 21st The British Dyslexia 
Association (BDA) are running 
a Maths Conference with the 
very top international speakers, 
including Professors Sharma, 
Chinn, Butterworth and, presenting 
practitioner advice, Pete Jarrett and 
Judith Hornigold. 
Conference Venue: Holiday Inn, 
Brentford Lock, London.
 http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
maths-and-dyslexia-conference-

tickets-17860835239

how to survive 
in the workplace 
A conference about how to 
Survive in the Workplace is 
being staged by the London 
Adult Dyslexia Support Group 
on Saturday 21st may.  There 
are four different, informative 
speakers, and lunch and coffee 
are included in the £20 charge 
(£10 concessions).  Places can 
be reserved either by phoning 
the London Adult Dyslexia 
Support Group organiser Eileen 
Harwood, or downloading a form 
from the website.

to book a place:
 020 8870 1407

 www.londonadultdyslexia.
org.uk/2016-conference.html

Talking Books 

RNIB  a re  now 
lending out their 
Talking Books free of 
charge to qualifying 
individuals, which 
includes people 
with dyslexia.
There are more than 23,000 
unabridged titles, and the format 
can be digital, USB or CD delivered 
direct to your door. A donation can 
be given, but is not a requirement.  

 http://shop.rnib.org.uk/
talking-books-subscription.html

 0303 123 9999

The Royal Air Force Museum, London Branch, is setting up an Access 
Advisory Group to help support and advise them as they look to celebrate 
the centenary of the RAF. The group would be meeting 4 times a year.

Could YOU do this with your experience as a dyslexic person?  If so, 
please do contact:

  toni Donston, Education officer, RAF museum    London, 
Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL

 020 8358 4999   www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/

Conference Venue:
Resource for London,
356 Holloway Road,

London N7 6PA

Now FREE
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Book and 
Resources Stall
Our Book and Resources stall 
offers not just books, but games 
and equipment too. It has been 
expanded to include more on other 
Specific Learning Differences, such 
as Dyspraxia and ADHD, as these 
often occur with Dyslexia.  This stall 
offers particular value for money as 
the purchases often result from a 
specific enquiry and come with free, 
expert advice!  




